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connection with the Chanouns Yemannes-
Tale. Norton endeavours to copy the Chau-
cerian couplet, and Professor Saintsbury
suggests that he is probably the Th. Norton
whom Ascham, in his Scholema$ter9 classes
with Chaucer, Surrey, Wyatt and Phaer, as
having vainly attempted to replace accent
by rhyme.

Stephen Hawes falls into a class somewhat
apart. Writing at the close of the fifteenth
and beginning of the sixteenth century, he
stands at the parting of the ways, and while
his poetry shows signs of the new influences
that were at work, his heart is evidently with
the old conventions which are beginning to
pass away. His chief poem, The Pastime of
Pleasure, or the Historye of Graunde, Amoure
and la Bell Pucell: containing the Knowledge
of the Seven Sciences and the Course of Man's
Life in this World, is sufficiently described by
its title. It stands, as it were, half-way be-
tween Chaucer and Spenser, at one moment
clearly recalling the love scenes of Troilus and
Criseyde, at another reminding us equally
forcibly of the elaborate and ingenious allegory
of the Faerie Queene. The combination of
chivalry and allegory was something new, and
though Hawes himself proved incapable of